54                  LETTERS FROM SAMOA
for more than a  week   he gets  knocked  up, which   is   a  thing  to   remember and provide against. , . . The house really looks very nice indeed.    The outside is painted a sort of peacock blue, and the roof and verandahs a red, that goes very well with it;   the dining-room is very pretty and comfortable, the walls hung with   tapa,  the   native   cloth, which gives  an effect of  tapestry.     There are large sliding-doors, more than half glass, opening on to the verandah, which looks out over the harbour; a smaller glass door opens to the back, and a large double window to the west    The kitchen proper is quite a separate erection at the back, which will eventually be connected with the house by a covered way ; but opening from the back verandah is a capital pantry and  store-closet, with an American stove in it that can be used for emergencies or special occasions.    I  think my room is delightful, although in time I am to have even better quarters;   it is at present a sitting- and. bed-room   in   one,   but  the   two portions are to be divided  by Japanese  bead screens,   coming  from  Sydney.     I   have both sliding-doors and a double window giving on to the verandah that looks towards the sea ; and at the c sitting-room' end the walls are hung with the flags we used on board the Casco, the ' red ensign * on the one side, the ' stars and stripes' on the other, and Kalakaua's royal standard in the middle.   Above the standard there is a fine